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Division 53: Education Services, $300 546 000 — 
Mrs J. Hughes, Chairman. 
Mr M. McGowan, Minister for Education and Training. 
Mr R.J. Strickland, Chief Executive Officer. 
Mr B. Parkin, Executive Director, Corporate Governance and Non-Government Schools Directorate. 
Mr W.G. Swetman, Director, Education and Training Regulation. 
Mr A. Marshall, Acting Director, Higher Education and Legislative Review. 
Mr R. Willis, Acting Finance Manager, Chief Finance Officer. 
The CHAIRMAN: The member for Wagin. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: The second dot point under “Major Achievements For 2007-08” on page 897 states — 

Completed the preparation of the Western Australian College of Teaching Amendment Act 2007 and the 
Western Australian College of Teaching (Elections) Regulations 2007 in order to clear the way for the 
holding of elections of ten teacher representatives to the Board of the College. 

I know that all happened. Is the minister now satisfied that the Western Australian College of Teaching is 
operating efficiently and that teachers are now getting full value for their subscriptions; and are we seeing full 
payment of those subscriptions by the teachers?  

Mr M. McGOWAN: It was obviously a stressful period for me leading up to the full implementation of 
membership of WACOT. The member might recall the issues at that time. Some teachers did not want to be a 
part of it; they did not want to be members. When WACOT set a date by when teachers needed to be members, 
we found that virtually everyone joined. There might have been a dozen or so that did not—we think most of 
those were retiring. We are not sure why some of the others did not join, but they did not, and accordingly they 
were not employed. WACOT membership involves an analysis of members’ suitability and the screening of 
members’ records. It is an important thing to actually put in place. It is also a professional body and so it has to 
perform that role. I have been broadly satisfied with what it has done since then, but I think it has to continue to 
act as a professional advocacy body for teachers and not confuse its role with other organisations like the State 
School Teachers’ Union or the Independent Schools Salaried Officers Association. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I refer the minister to page 897. Towards the bottom of the page a dot point refers to the 
low-interest loan scheme. It is stated that $26.5 million was approved under that scheme. How does that compare 
with recent previous years and how does it compare with the rate of application to access the low-interest loans 
at the moment? In other words, are we keeping up with demand? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Since I have been a minister—which is three years—we have found that we can never 
keep up with demand no matter what we do. That figure relates to $25 million for schools and $1.5 million for 
the University of Notre Dame Australia. Since 2001 the figure has remained static. It has been $25 million for a 
long time and probably is overdue for an increase. The member for Cottesloe is correct; it is a fairly good 
scheme in terms of assisting private schools. One good thing is that this year we allocated $3 million to Notre 
Dame to build its new teacher education facility—Peter Tennant came to see me about that. Notre Dame wanted 
$3 million for a new building and it wanted to expand the number of teachers it is training. I thought that was a 
pretty good investment.  
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The minister got a law library out of me! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It is very nice too! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am still looking for the plaque on it! Maybe the minister will be luckier than I was! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I opened a health services building in Fremantle the other day. I had absolutely nothing to 
do with it but I have my name on a huge plaque at the front! It is always good to open something one has not had 
anything to do with; it feels more satisfying than those one has worked hard on! 
The member for Cottesloe is right; the allocation for low-interest loans has been static for a long time, but at 
least this allocation to Notre Dame will assist us in getting more teachers.  
Mr T.K. WALDRON: I refer to page 897 again. Under “Major Initiatives For 2007-08”, the fifth dot point 
reads — 

50 independent non-government schools were inspected for their compliance with the standards and 
requirements of the School Education Act 1999 and School Education Regulations 2000 and were re-
registered for periods of between one and seven years as provided for in the Act. 
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How often does this occur with independent or Catholic schools? Were there any major issues coming out of 
those 50 independent schools and 30 Catholic schools that were audited and re-registered?  

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is a good question. From memory, other states have a different arrangement, but we 
have better quality control on private schools than do other states. Other states have pretty much a deregulated 
system. We have a requirement under the School Education Act for them to be re-registered, so there is an audit 
process.  

In relation to Catholic schools, we have outsourced that to the Catholic Education Office. It has a system just like 
our system. We have a state school system. The Catholic Education Office is a school system, so they do that.  

Has there been any trouble? From my recollection, I have closed two schools—the Muslim Ladies College of 
Australia, which was in the southern suburbs, and the Aboriginal Community College in Gnangara. One was 
closed early this year; one late last year. There were significant issues with both schools and I had great concerns 
about the education of students at both of them. I acted on the advice that the department gave me about those 
schools. We have put in place arrangements at local public schools for students who were going to both those 
schools. 

[8.30 pm] 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: When the audits are carried out, can any trend rear its head in the private sector that 
concerns you or are the schools generally doing a good job and it is a matter of keeping that quality control? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Broadly, I think most private schools do a good job. We must remember that independent, 
non-Catholic schools are not a sector because they are all independent, so we cannot extrapolate from one to 
another. I have not had any great concerns brought to my attention bar those two, although that is not to say that 
in the future there may not be. It does not matter what denomination it is, if I get advice that students are at risk, I 
will take the same action. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I refer to service 1 and the regulatory role relating to universities. I do not know what the 
Rudd government has in mind for universities. Is there any proposal for amending the university acts, 
particularly the composition of the structure of control by senates or boards? My concern is that the state 
maintain a level of control over what are still state universities. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: As the member will be aware, having been the minister, we have a formal relationship and 
ostensibly a controlling relationship, but the reality is that universities are largely independent institutions that 
are not answerable to us. They have a closer relationship with the commonwealth because of the funding 
arrangements, although I do have reasonable and regular contact with them.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: What the minister says is true, but the history is that they are all state established and state 
granted, and particularly the University of Western Australia has state assets.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I think in 1974, which is 34 years ago, the commonwealth changed the funding 
arrangements to take them back to the commonwealth. Although the former commonwealth minister did not like 
the arrangements, the universities say to me that they like the dual reporting requirements to both the 
commonwealth and the states, so that they present us with audit reports and they present the commonwealth with 
the same. They like having to answer to both levels of government. I have asked them whether it is unnecessary 
red tape and they have said no, and that they think having that sort of dual control is a fair arrangement. The 
member would probably have to talk to Alan Robinson to get more detail on that. Mr Marshall might expand on 
my answer. 

Mr A. Marshall: There is no specific advice coming out of the commonwealth about how the review will go. 
The indication is that there will probably not be any major impetus to change the current status of the acts. Under 
the previous government, there was certainly an indication that it would like to change governance associated 
with funding, but that approach has fallen by the wayside. I do not think it will be enforced, so it is probably 
likely that the status quo will essentially remain. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
Meeting suspended from 8.35 to 9.00 pm 

 


